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REVEREND THE CLERGY 


OF THE 


DIOCESE of ROCHESTER, 


REVEREND BRETHREN, 


N ſubmitting the following Diſcourſe to the judg- 
ment of the Public, I have been wholly actuated by 
the deſire of complying with your wiſhes. Theſe have 
been conveyed to me in a manner fo Aattering, as pre- 
clude me from attending to any coniiderations, which 


diffidence might reaſonably ſuggeſt. 


If I take this opportunity of expreſſing my grateful 
acknowledgments for your unvaried attention to me, I 
truſt that you will believe me to be influenced by the 
anxiety to appear ſenfible of your kindneſs. I know, in- 
deed, that the regularity of your attendance at the an- 
nual viſitations in this dioceſe ariſes from your determi- 
nation to ſupport the well-ordained rules of our eccle- 


ſiaſtical 
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ſiaſtical eſtabliſhment. But as this laudable zeal has, 


for a long courſe of time, been accompanied with many 
circumſtances of partial favour towards me, I am bound 
both to be ſenſible of it, and to aſſure you, that your 
approbation of the diſcharge of any part of my duty 
muſt ever be received by me with the higheſt ſatis- 
faction. I am, my Reverend Brethren, with much re- 


ſpect and eſteem, 


Your moſt faithful, obedient, 


And obliged Servant, 


JOHN LAW, 


Rocheſter, June 30, 1797. 


REVEREND BRETHREN, 


F inſtruction and advice had heretofore been the 


objects of my addreſſes to you, I ſhould have been 
doubtful of the propriety of preſenting either the one 
or the other to your conſideration at this time, when 
you ſo recently have received from your Dioceſan 
the moſt judicious directions for your conduct *; and 
when further marks of his attention may duly and 
regularly be expected. But as I am not conſcious of 
having ever appeared before you in any other light 
han that of a fellow-labourer and miniſter of the Gol- 
pel, and as I claim no other pretenſions to ſuperio- 
rity, than what are founded on the nature of my office, 
I am willing to hope, that I ſhall continue to be heard 
by you with the ſame patience and candour, with which 
I have ſo repeatedly, and ſo ſatisfactorily to myſelf, 
been favoured. — My motives for addrefling you have 
always been founded on reſpect to you, and on a ſenſe 


See Charge to the Clergy of the Dioceſe of Rocheſter, delivered 
in 1796. wy 
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of duty; and whilſt I have been actuated by the deſire 


of preventing theſe our annual meetings from degene- 
rating into mere form, I have wiſhed likewiſe to avoid 
that frequent communication of my ſentiments, which 
might be offenſive, by the appearance of intruſion, 
and which is not called for by any peculiarity of cir- 
cumſtances. . 


If the preſent period ſhould, by ſome, be thought 
not to claim from us of the Clergy any other obliga- 
tions, than what we ar e, at all ſeaſons, bound to diſ- 
charge, yet, upon mature reflection, it will, I think, 
be found, that at no time were we ever required to 
manifeſt a greater degree of zeal, nor to temper it W 
more diſcretion. The revolution that has happened in 
a neighbouring kingdom, the proſcription of the cle- 
rical body, and, at one time, the annihilation of all the 
ſacred rites of religion ; theſe have been points of ſuch 


common obſervation and frequent diſcuſſion, that the 


renewal of them can be no further neceſſary, than as 
a caation againſt that turbulent ſpirit, which is envious 
of pre-eminence, reſtleſs for innovation, and which is 


* regardleſs 
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regardleſs both of private and public diſtreſs, in the 
accompliſhment of its ends. An increaſe of feryour is 
thereby excited in defending that Faith, which we 
are Convinced was revealed from Heaven ; which can 
never be refuted by fair and diſpaſſionate argument, 
nor ſubverted by violence, without the introduction of 


* confuſion and every evil work.” : 


Such intimations as theſe, of the propriety of being 
on our guard againſt the diſturbers of civil and religious 
eſtabliſhments, nay, of every hope of our calling, muſt 
have ſo obviouſly occurred to you, that I ſhall not at- 
tempt to urge them further. I now only mention 
them, with the view of bringing to your recollection 
the miſchiefs attending a licentious contempt of legal 
authority, and the ſtill greater evils ariſing from re- 
nouncing thoſe important principles of Chriſtianity, 
which are the beſt preſervatives of order, and the ſureſt 


promoters of perſonal and general happineſs. 


But if theſe cautions ſhould be thought ſuperfluous, 


there may be {till ſome circumſtances in the country. 
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now alluded to, which, perhaps, have heretofore em- 
ployed your thoughts, and which may, not im properly, 
be dwelt upon at preſent, as containing matters of ſe- 
rious reflection to the profeſſors of Chriſtianity. I 
mean not to advert merely to that futile objection, which 
has been ſo wantonly obtruded againſt the interference 
of Providence, in conſequence of the ſucceſſes of 2 
country, that, at one time, renounced all dependance on 
any divine ſupport. We all know that temporal pro- 
ſperity has never been looked upon by the real Chriſtian 
as any abſolute mark of the favour of Heaven. When 
it is partaken of, it calls ſor the tribute of gratitude; 
but when it is withholden, or when adverſe events be- 
fal either nations or individuals, the only inference 
thence deducible is, that the ultimate end of both. may 
be effectually promoted by the infliction of puniſh- 
ment. Various ſalutary purpoſes are produced by the 
corrections of a God of Mercy : they awaken men to 
a ſenſe of duty ; they point out the vanity of worldly 
ſchemes, and the folly of relying wholly on human 
aid ; and they excite virtues, which add to the ſtabi- 
lity of government, as well as to the advancement of 


private tranquillity. 8 
: If 
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If ſuch be the objects and the reſult of the chaſ- 
tiſements of the Almighty, it behoves us to reflect on 
them with humility, and not to draw any haſty conclu- 
tons from the tranſitory ſtate of things in this life. 
The deſigns of Providence are not to be fathomed by 
a finite underſtanding. When He ec putteth down 
« one, and ſetteth up another,” the cauſes for ſuch 
occaſional depreſſion and exaltation are known only to 
the Power who effects them. A © thouſand years is 
„with Him but as one day :” how defective then 


muſt be that judgment, which cannot diſcern the con- 


nection between preſent and future events, and which, 
therefore, muſt be highly preſumptuous in deciding on 
ſubjects, that are not within its ability to comprehend! 


When we) read, in the facred hiſtory, predictions of 
the revolutions of empires; and when reaſon, coolly | 


and impartially exerciſed, finds an ample completion of 


theſe various predictions ; the fair concluſion is, that 


ſuch changes, while they were foretold Jong before 


they occurred, muſt have been under the direction of 


an omnipotent and omniſcient Being. In the preſent 


ſtate of things, „the race is not always to the ſwift, 


*« nor. 
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nor the battle to the ſtrong.” Inſtead therefore of 


_ profanely inferring from thence, that the Almighty is 
indifferent to the ways of men, it will be wiſer to re- 
flect on his repeated and unerring aſſurances of finally 
rewarding virtue, and puniſhing vice ; on the juſt de- 


claration of the wiſe King, © that Righteouſneſs exalt- 


55 
. 


eth a nation *; and on the judicious obſervation of 


our bleſſed Saviour, that the ſins of nations are not to 
be eſtimated by their occaſional ſubjection to an high 
degree of puniſhment ; but that, except we profit by 


ſuch examples of divine correction, and ſeriouſly re- 


pent, we ſhall all likewiſe periſh . 


Perſuaded then of the folly and impiety of any raſh 
interpretations of the divine judgments, we ſhall be in- 
clined to advert more to the effects of our own conduct, 
than to thoſe of other people. So far from making in- 
vidious compariſons on our relative merits, and“ ſpeak- 
ing great ſwelling words of vanity,” we ſhall never 


dwell on the crimes of others, but with the view of 


* Proverbs, xiv. 34. + Luke, xiii. 34. 
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pointing out their fatal tendency, and of avoiding thein. 


And if there he one circumſtance that now attracts 


more the attention of the ſincere believer, than the in- 


cidental proſperity of the ungodly, the diſcuſſion and ex- 
amination of it will not be inconſiſtent with that humi- 


lity, which is ever to be obſerved in all our religious 
reſearches. . 


Taught as we arc, that the faith of Chriſt is to be 
univerſal, and convinced as we have bzen by ex- 


perience, that ſcience aad learning have heretofore pro- 


moted its propagation, it has excited ſome wonder to 


hear of the abſolute rejection of it in a country, which 


has, in paſt times, been rigidly obſervant of all the ce- 


remonials of religion, and which has been celebrated 


for civilization, and for intellectual acquirements. But 


this ſtrange and unexpected change, how much ſoever 


it is at preſent to be lamented, may ultimately be pro- 


ductive of many benefits to ſociety, as well as advance 


the pure and undefiled truths of Chriſtianity. Already 


has the neceſſity of religious reſtraints been fully ma- 
nifeſted; for the renunciation of theſe has been ac- 


companied 


1 
companied with ſuch inſtances of cruelty, injuſtice, 


and violence, that a recurrence to the ſanctions of Re- 


ligion has been found expedient by the very men, who 


recently decried its obligations. Hence an example is 
forcibly exhibited of the danger of ungodlineſs, and of 
the utility of encouraging a reverential awe of the Al- 
mighty ; and hence rulers are admoniſhed, that they 
cannot ſo effectually promote the happineſs of the 
people committed to their care, as by diſſeminating and 
inculcating the ſalutary doctrines of the Saviour of the 
World. 


But neither is this the only advantage to be drawn 
from the unhappy initance before us, of effacing the 
impreſſions of piety. Unſearchable as we have ſtated 
the ways of Providence to be, and arrogant as the at- 
tempt is to penetrate into them ; yet we are not for- 


bidden to deduce ſuch reaſonings from the occurrences 


of this world, as may ſerve to confirm the wiſdom of 


its Supreme Director. When, relying on the expreſs 


words of truth, an expectation is entertained, that the 


« kingdoms of this world ſhall become the kingdoms 
« Of 
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« of Chriſt,” we are not to be moved by any event 


which ſeems to thwart the completion of that deſign; 


but we are to conſider that event in conjunction with a 


variety of other circumſtances. The nominal recep- 


tion of the pureſt ſyſtem of faith is of little ule, if it be 
not attended with correſpondent effects: and ſhould the 


clearneſs and excellence of this ſyſtem be entirely ob- 


ſcured and vitiated by the intermixture of error and cor- 
ruption, a queſtion may perhaps ariſe, whether its utter 
extirpation would not be as advantageous as the retaining 
of it! If, indeed, it is not to be ſucceeded by a more 
perfect form, or if atheiſm is to be ſubſtituted for a : 


corrupt belief, the mind will have cauſe to heſitate in 


acceding to the propriety of the exchange; but no ab- 


ſolute concluſion will be made from a partial view ot 


things; and if the apparent extinction of the Chrittian 


Faith, or the diſcouragements that it meets with, are 
naturally to be deplored, the wiſe and good man will 
folace himſelf with the perſuaſion, « that the fierce- 
« neſs of man ſhall turn to the praiſe of the Lord,” and 


ſhall effect the very defign that it Intended to over- 


throw. Impreſſed with this belief, he does not deſpond 
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under any circumſtances, how calamitous ſoever they 
may ſeem, but is inclined rather to derive good from 
them. 


And while ſome, with pious zeal, have bewailed the 
unhappy change in the religious ſentiments of a neigh- 
bouring kingdom, it has been ſuppoſed by others, 
equally ardent in the cauſe of piety, that the mon- 
itrous errors of a corrupted Church could not have 
been fo effectually removed, as by the arrogance of in- 

fidelity. Often has it been obſerved, that many of the 

doctrines of the Romiſh Church diſguſted the wiſe rea- 
ſoners of the world, and led them, from attending only to 
the abſurd notions and practices of that Church, to think 
lightly of religion itſelf. Hence theſe men attempted 
to undermine all revelation, while the bulk of mankind, 
though they laudably reſiſted this attempt, were ſtill 
eager to retain the erroneous tenets and idle rites of a 
long ſubſiſting eſtabliſhment, and thereby obſtructed 
that temperate. and Judicious reformation, which the 


good ſenſe and rational piety of the Engliſh Church 
long fince ſucceſsfully adopted, 
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It is poſfible then, that the deſired and neceſſary 
amendment in the belief and practice of the nation 
now referred to, could alone have been wrought by 
the violence into which it has run: and though the 
oſtences of the advocates of infidelity are not hence 
leflened, yet eventually their pernicious and de- 
ſtructive aims may promote the very object, which 
they profanely have ſtriven to defeat. Perſuaded 
as we are, that the Goſpel of Chriſt will, in the 
ſulneſs of time, be univerſally eſtabliſhed, we ought 
not to be ſhaken in this perſuaſion by the ob- 
ſtacles that occaſionally ariſe to check its progreſs. 
It is not for us to know the times and ſeaſons, which 
« the Father hath put in his own power.” We may 
be aflured, that His counſel ſtanderh for ever; that 
He maketh the devices of the people to be of none 
« effect; and that the righteous and the wicked are 
alike inſtruments in His hand for accompylithing His 


unfathomable deſigns. 


We are not then to be diſmayed by the triumphing 
of the ungodly, nor to doubt of the completion o 
8 any 
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any predicted events, by the little probability that may 
at preſent appear of their fulfilment. Inſtead of won- 
dering, that there is ſo little © faith upon earth ;” in- 
ſtead of inferring from thence, that it is in danger of 
being obliterated; it is incumbent on us to endeavour 
to augment the number of true believers, by ſhew ing 
the benefits and the happineſs of walking in the ways 
of the Lord. While we daily offer up our petitions, 
that the kingdom of God may come, we ſhall act very 
inconſiſtently if we purſue not that conduct, which is 
moſt likely to turn others to righteouſneſs; and ſhould 
*: the world lie in wickedneſs,” we are ſure of re- 
joicing greatly in the day of Chriſt, if we are © blameleſs 
« and harmleſs, and hold forth the Word of Life.” 
If iniquity abounds, our © love ſhould be fo far from 
« waxing cold,” that we ſhould be the more animated 
in reſiſting its increaſe ; and while we muſt be con- 
vinced, that the meaneſt Chriſtian has clearer ideas of 
the nature and attributes of God, than the wiſeſt of 
the unenlightened Heathens had, © let us hold faſt the 
«« profeſſion of our faith, and not waver from it,” 
through any diſcouragements that it may meet with, 


either 
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either from the rejection of it by the men of this 


world, or from obſerving the ſlight influence that it 
tco often has on its nominal profeſſors. Confiding in 
the ſure promiſes of God, we ſhall humbly and reve- 

rently ſubmit to all his difpenſations ; and if the wicked 
ſhould be proſperous, we have no need to envy a 
triumph, which, whilſt it may ſerve to advance the 
plans of Providence, will terminate molt fatally to the 
wicked themſelves. And, though in this life, © good 
is ſet againſt evil, the godly againſt the ſinner, and 
the finner againſt the godly,” yet we are not to 
form any judgment of their final recompence from 
the ſituation of either of them here; but looking to 
« the bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the 
great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we ſhould 
« earneſtly contend for the faith that is delivered to 
« us.“ And ſhould the preſent times be diſgraced by 
an eagerneſs to deſtroy this faith, it is immediately 
obligatory on the clergy to counteract the baneful eftort, 


not only by fair reaſoning and temperat2 argument, 


but by evincing in their lives, © the beauty of holi- 
* neſs;” and by ſhewing, that he is the beſt friend to 
ſociety, 
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ſociety, who fixes the principles of virtue on the baſis 


of that religion, which is © pure, peaceable, gentle, full 


« of mercy, and good fruits.” 


We know indeed that the cauſe of Chriſtianity reſts 
not wholly on human exertions; but man is certainly 
employed as an agent for effecting many of the pur- 


poles of his Creator. And when the Preacher of the 


doctrines of Chriſt is called upon to promote the glory 


of his Heavenly Maſter, he cannot hope to execute 
the command, if he has not © a good report from 
« them that are without.” The connection between 
the cauſe itſelf and the avowed ſupporters of it is 
diſcerned by the unbeliever, who accommodates his 
attacks to the various diſpoſitions of mankind; and 
where offence might be given by directly aſſailing the 
truth of Chriſtianity, in ſuch caſes an attempt to 
undermine it is frequently made, by an uncandid re- 
ference to the behaviour of thoſe, who are appointed 
to inculcate it. Happy will it be for us, and for the 
glorious undertaking in which we are engaged, if we 
can repel injurious charges by an appeal to our general 


conduct, 
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conduct. But being men of like paſſions with our 
fellow- creatures, we too frequently fall ſhort of that 
perfection, to which we exhort our hearers to attain. 
Yet frail and imperfect as we are, we are willing to hope 
that the Clergy of our communion will neither deſert 
the faith they profeſs, nor create any prejudice againſt 
it by the irregularity of their lives. 


Leaving, however, our behaviour to be judged of 


by others, and deprecating only that rancour, which | 


ariſes more from enmity to our profeſſion, than from any 
wiſh to preſerve its reputation inviolate, let us recollect, 
that the times are both critical and evil; that we are 
now forcibly admoniſhed to reſpect order; to avoid any 
raſh * meddling with them that love change; to ſtudy 
to be quiet;” to be attentive to our duty; and to 


maintain the true dignity of the clerical character. 


by © ſhewing, out of a good converſation, our works 


with meckneſs of wiſdom.” 
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